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With its annual GDP (gross domestic product) of 2.735 trillion dollars in 2013, the fifth largest in the world, France is a big player in the international market. Not only does France produce and sell large quantities of well-known food and drink items worldwide, but it is renowned for its chemical, pharmaceutical, aeronautical, transportation, electronics, and environmental industries, with plants and subsidiaries in many countries. There are about 24,000 French companies that export goods and services to the United States. French exports to the US accounted for $46.4 billion in 2013.  French companies also own or have a major investment in more than 2,800 companies in this country, employing at least 550,000 people. One company, Sodexo, has 125,000 full-time employees in North America in its food and facilities management services and hires 45,000 hourly workers at client facilities, serving over 15 million customers each day at 7,000 sites. Many of the French companies and their products are household names, and that doesn’t just mean kitchen equipment (such as T-Fal, Krups, and Le Creuset) and yogurt (such as Yoplait and Dannon—in France, Danone—produced in the USA under franchise agreements). There are numerous companies whose names are not household words, but whose products and services affect almost all aspects of life in North America.  

In fact, it is hard to get away from French-made or French-inspired products. You may see ads on TV for Sanofi-Aventis pharmaceuticals such as Nexium (“the purple pill”) and Allegra, or for Maybelline and other beauty products by L’Oréal. In your (or perhaps your neighbors’) driveway there may be a car built by Nissan (more than 40% owned by French auto giant Renault). You may stop at a Total service station to fill up your car or put air in your Michelin (also Uniroyal and Goodrich) tires. On vacation, you may travel to some interesting destination on Air France or in an Airbus plane made in Toulouse, France, by the European consortium that includes a number of historically French companies. Perhaps you may go to a Club Med resort, take a ride in a Zodiac inflatable boat, or stop off at a Studio 6 or Motel 6, or a more upscale Sofitel or Novotel (all owned by Accor Hotels). Various members of the family might pick up a magazine such as Car and Driver or ELLE, Road and Track or Woman’s Day (to mention a few owned by Hachette Filipacci) to read while sipping a Perrier or Evian water or one of the many alcoholic drinks (cognac, whisky, Absolut vodka, even Wild Turkey bourbon and California wines) owned and distributed by the Pernod-Ricard company.
It seems as though the commercial side of France is inextricably entwined with our daily lives. In fact, France has a strong investment in the United States, owning the sixth largest foreign investment in the US stock market, about 8% of the stocks (while US interests hold 10% of French stocks). French banks can be found in many major cities (though some French banks have recently withdrawn from the US), and BNP Paribas, the largest bank in the world, owns BancWest, for example. French restaurants are everywhere; some even have French chefs. French cheeses (some made in the US by French companies, such as Président brie and camembert produced by Bernier America in Wisconsin) and wines (again often produced by French-owned wineries) are in every supermarket, together with the ubiquitous French baguettes that sometimes even taste like French bread. 

The French companies whose subsidiaries and acquisitions have been most successful lately in the US may, with the exception of Airbus, the great competitor of Boeing for commercial aircraft sales, be less well-known to the general public: Alstom and Keolis (companies dealing mostly with transportation), Safran (aerospace, defense, and security), and Veolia and Suez Environment (water and environmental services). Not only are they successful, but their contributions to this country are worth looking at more closely.

Alstom has had a presence in the US for 100 years, but its electrical technology and transportation expertise has made it the world’s leading energy solutions and transportation company. One half of American power plants use Alstom equipment, particularly turbines; Alstom USA controls 40% of US electrical grids; and Alstom leads the US in clean coal energy production and offshore wind turbine technology. Alstom also specializes in light rail transit and subway systems and manages Amtrak’s high speed rail service between Boston and Washington, DC, the ACELA.

Keolis is the largest French transport group in the private sector (though it is 70% owned by the SNCF), with 55,000 employees worldwide. Because if its link with the SNCF, it had difficulty entering the US market, particularly on the East Coast, and first succeeded through acquiring the Californian company Tectrans. Now Keolis Commuter Services is considered the fastest growing French company in the US and runs the bus system for Las Vegas, the Fort Lauderdale Airport shuttle system, and the Virginia Railway Express commuter system, among others. In early 2014, it won the large, 8-year contract (over Alstom!) to manage operations and maintenance for the Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority – a real coup.

Safran USA is a long-time partner in the American aerospace, defense, and security industries. Its biggest client is Boeing, while the principal end-user of its high tech products is the US Department of Defense. It has a part in the production of many important military aircraft, e.g., the C-17 transport, the F-16 and F-22 fighters, and the V-22 Osprey helicopter. Headquartered in Arlington, VA, Safran USA is involved with joint ventures with 30 companies in the US and has 58 locations in 22 states.

Veolia is the world’s leading water services company, with 800,000 employees worldwide. Veolia North America, headquartered in Chicago, IL, provides environmental solutions in dealing with waste water and water recycling for municipalities and industries, among them 550 US communities. It has also developed methods for recycling oils and recovering expensive chemicals from water and oil.

Suez Environnement North America, together with United Water, a company involved in recycling water in California that it acquired, is a rapidly growing company that  also deals with water treatment: providing clean drinking water (including a desalination plant in California) and waste water treatment, as well as solid waste management. In 2013 Suez Environment was the 16th largest water treatment company in the US; in 2014, it became the third largest in general and the second for municipal clients.

Given the vitality and importance of the French contribution to the American economy, you should be able to locate numerous French company subsidiaries or partially French-owned businesses in your region, particularly if you are in or near a large metropolitan area. In the major cities of all American regions, there is likely to be a French-American Chamber of Commerce, where you will be able to find further information about the French presence in your area, though you may have to pay to obtain its jealously guarded list. In the meantime, see how many more names and specialties you can add to this select list of French companies or products in the United States. 

	• Automotive:  
	

	Michelin (Uniroyal-Goodrich): tires, online maps, tourism
	http://www.michelin-us.com

	Renault-Nissan Alliance: cars
	http://www.nissan-global.com/ EN/ COMPANY/ PROFILE/ALLIANCE/RENAULT01/index.html 

	• Aviation:  
	

	EADS (European Aeronautics Defense and Space Company, (including Dassault Aviation, Dassault Group, and Matra):  Airbus, satellites, arms, etc.
	http://www.airbusgroup.com/int/en/group-vision.html 

	Air France-KLM: world’s largest airline company

Safran USA: military aircraft, defense and security
	http://www.airfranceklm.com/en/group/background/ 

http://www.safran-na.com/spip.php?rubrique186 



	• Beauty Products
	

	L’Oréal 
	http://www.lorealusa.com/group/discover-loreal-usa/loreal-usa-at-a-glance.aspx 

	Lancôme 
	http://www.lancome-usa.com/discover-lancome/discover-lancome,default,sc.html 



	Alès Group USA:  Phyto hair products 
	http://www.referenceforbusiness.com/history2/7/Al-s-Groupe.html 



	Yves Rocher
	http://www.yvesrocherusa.com/

	• Beverages/Food
	

	Sodexo: food services
Pernod Ricard: second largest distributor spirits and wine in USA 
	http://sodexousa.com/usen/about-us/About_us/sodexo-in-USA.aspx 

http://www.pernod-ricard-usa.com 



	Perrier: mineral water bottled at source in France, owned by Nestlé of Switzerland
	http://www.usa.perrier.com/


	• Business
	

	Capgemini:  consulting, technology, outsourcing 
	http://www.us.capgemini.com

	• Communications Technology
	

	Alcatel-Lucent:  IP technologies solutions (incl. Bell Labs )
	http://www.alcatel-lucent.com/about 

	• Consumer Products
	

	BiC: pens, shavers, lighters, etc.
	http://www.bicworld.com/us/homepage/homepage/ 

	• Entertainment
	

	Atari, Inc.: computer games 
	http://www.atari.com  

	Vivendi Universal:  media (Canal+, 20% of NBC, etc.), music (Universal Music), publishing, video games (Activision Blizzard), entertainment (20% of Universal Studios), advertising 
	http://www.vivendi.com/home  

	
	

	UbiSoft:  computer games

• Environment 

Suez Environnement North America: water treatment, waste management

Veolia North America:  water services (waste water, water recycling) s
• Financial
        AXA Group:  insurance, financial services

        BNP Paribas USA:  banking, financial services


	http://www.ubisoftgroup.com/
http://www.suez-environnement.com/group/history/
http://www.veolianorthamerica.com/en/about-us/about-us 

https://us.axa.com/why-axa/overview.html  
http://usa.bnpparibas.com/en/home/default.asp


	• Hotels/Real Estate
	

	Accor: Sofitel, Novotel, Pullman, Ibis, Motel-6 
	http://www.accorhotels.com 

	 
	

	• Household Goods
	

	Groupe SEB:  T-Fal, Moulinex, Krups 
	http://www.t-falusa.com/About/Groupe+SEB/Groupe+SEB.htm 



	Le Creuset:  cast-iron cookware 
	http://www.lecreuset.com 



	• Industrial Products
	

	Air Liquide: gases for hospitals, industry, and environment 
	http://www.us.airliquide.com/en/who-we-are-1/air-liquide-in-america.html 

	Lafarge North America: building materials, concrete  
	http://www.lafargenorthamerica.com/wps/portal/

	Total:  natural gas, petroleum, chemicals, refining, distribution 
	http://www.usa.total.com/total_in_usa/index.html


	• Luxury Goods
	

	LVMH Group (Louis Vuitton Moët Hennessy): over 60 prestigious brands (Moët et Chandon champagne, Dior perfumes, Louis Vuitton leather goods, etc.) 

Kering:   (formerly PPR or Pinault-Printemps-Redoute) with subsidiaries including Gucci Group (Gucci, Yves Saint Laurent) and Redcats USA (mail order and stores)

 
	http://www.lvmh.com/
http://www.kering.com/en/group/about-kering 



	• Publishing
	

	Hachette Filipacchi Media U.S.: 18 magazines; books, luxury goods
	http://www.hfmus.com 

http://investing.businessweek.com/research/stocks/private/snapshot.asp?privcapId=4263187 

	Hachette Book Group:  books 

	http://www.hachettebookgroup.com/about/
 


• Transportation

       Alstom USA:   subway and transit vehicles,

 
http://www.alstom.com
       system management

       Keolis North America:  transit system management
http://www.keolisamerica.com/  

http://www.keolis.com/en/business-activities/keolis-by-country/united-states.html 

enn

Note 1 –The marketplace and company websites are always changing. The information above reflects many changes that have taken place since the article was first written, but the information and the URLs are accurate as of September 2014. However, acquisitions and sales may change.

Note 2 ​– A list of French companies can be found at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_companies_of_France but of course not all have any presence in the US; names of French exporters can also be found at http://www.ubifrance.com/us/ .
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