Advocacy Letter to Superintendent: French Program Cut
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Superintendent







Date

X School District

5 Some Place

Township, New York 11777
Dear Ms./Mr. X,

I have just become aware that, due to difficult financial times, your school district was considering the progressive elimination of the French program. As President of the American Association of Teachers of French, I received this news with dismay.

French is the second foreign language taught in the U.S., behind Spanish. About one third of the vocabulary of English has been borrowed from French. This can give an advantage to students preparing for standardized tests such as  the SAT, ACT, GRE, or LSAT), and thus can be an advantage for college admission. Eliminating French from the curriculum could only be detrimental to your students.
French is the official language of 28 countries spread over five continents, and the language of the 51 countries which make up the International Organization of French-Speaking Countries (La Francophonie). French, along with English, is the official working language of the United Nations, UNESCO, NATO, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the International Labor Bureau, the International Olympic Committee, the 31-member Council of Europe, the European Community, the Universal Postal Union, the International Red Cross, and the Union of International Associations (UIA). French is also the dominant working language at the European Court of Justice, the European Tribunal of First Instance, and the Press Room at the European Commission in Brussels, Belgium.

France is also a European leader in aerospace (Aérospatiale, Arianespace, Airbus, etc.), and many commercial satellites are put into space on French Ariane rockets. The fastest train (TGV) is French. France is the world's third military power (after the U.S. and Russia), and has the world's second largest defense industry. France is the site of the world's first nuclear fusion reactor, the International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor. It is also a world leader in medical research and genetics. Fiber optics and the microchip were invented by French scientists while the AIDS virus was also discovered by a team of French researchers.

With regard to business and economic ties, French is one of the official languages of Canada, our most important trading partner, and the only official language of the province of Quebec which is our 6th trading partner. France has always been an important economic partner for the United States. French companies alone have created more then 500,000 jobs for Americans while U.S. companies employ 600,000 people in France. The knowledge of French and the cultures of Francophone countries are therefore important to the United States and New York. Additional information on the importance of French-U.S. economic ties may be found at the French Embassy’s website: https://franceintheus.org/spip.php?rubrique142
Focusing on New York State economics specifically, French is still essential. Indeed, the number one trading partner of the United States is Canada, and the number one trading partner of many states, including New York, is Quebec (whose official language is French).

[Example:  one could give the most recent trade figures if French-speaking countries play a large role, as follows:

Here are the 20xx trade figures for New York:

Canada:        
$14,504,000,000

Switzerland:  
  $7,932,000,000

France:          
  $2,555,000,000

Belgium:        
  $3,124,000,000                  

Total:            
$28,115,000,000]
Peterson's Guide to Four-Year Colleges lists some 1,100 U.S. institutions which offer programs in French or related to French. These figures clearly show that French is considered not only as an important language, but also as an important discipline in college curricula nationwide. As studies show that students tend to continue in college the study of the language begun in high school, eliminating the French program from your curriculum would deprive your students of being exposed to a language benefiting of a global status, and prevent them from receiving initial training for international careers. 
In view of the arguments presented above, I sincerely hope that the administration and Board members of X School District will agree that the situation of French is critical in New York and will choose to maintain the French program. Please do not hesitate to contact me should you need additional information.

Sincerely,

Marie-Christine Koop, Ph.D.

(President, American Association of Teachers of French)
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